
Boston Census 2000

Language Atlas

Boston Redevelopment Authority
Cartography & GIS



The data used to create the maps in this Atlas was provided by the U.S.
Census Bureau as part of Summary Files One and Three. This data is available
for the entire country at:

http://www.census.gov/main/www/cen2000.html

Maps were created by Martin Gamache in October 2002

Rolf Goetze modified the Census Block and Tract geometry to more accurately
reflect the streets and neighborhoods of Boston.

http://www.census.gov/main/www/cen2000.html
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Boston Census 2000 Language Atlas 

Census Tracts

Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000 Summary File 1.



Boston Census 2000 Language Atlas 

Population Density

160.1 - 310.5

80.1 - 160.0

40.1 - 80.0

15.1 - 40.0

0.1 - 15.0

0.0

People per acre by block

Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 
Census 2000 Summary File 1.

Boston density is 19.45 people per acre
Massachusetts density is 1.32 people per acre
United States density is 0.13 people per acre



Boston Census 2000 Language Atlas 

Language other than English spoken at home by tract

Chinese

French Creole

Portuguese & Portuguese Creole

Spanish & Spanish Creole

Vietnamese

Language spoken at home 
by 20% or greater of  Bostonians
18 years and over; by tract 

Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 
Census 2000 Summary File 3.

20 percent threshold



Boston Census 2000 Language Atlas 

Language other than English spoken at home; by tract

Chinese

French Creole

Italian

Polish

Portuguese & Portuguese Creole

Russian

Spanish & Spanish Creole

Vietnamese

Language spoken at home by 10% or greater of Bostonians
18 years and over; by tract 

Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000 Summary File 3.

10 percent threshold



Boston Census 2000 Language Atlas 

African LanguagesPercentage of Adults who speak 

5.1 - 7.3

0.1 - 5.0

0.0

Percentage of Bostonians 
aged 18 years and over
indicating they speak African 
Languages at home; by tract

at Home
Boston percent is 3.10
Massachusetts percent is 0.25

Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 
Census 2000 Summary File 3.



Boston Census 2000 Language Atlas 

ArabicPercentage of Adults who speak 

5.1 - 7.5

0.1 - 5.0

0.0

Percentage of Bostonians 
aged 18 years and over
indicating they speak 
Arabic at home; by tract

Boston percent is 0.54
Massachusetts percent is 0.32

Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 
Census 2000 Summary File 3.

at Home



Boston Census 2000 Language Atlas 

ChinesePercentage of Adults who speak 

40.1 - 61.0

20.1 - 40.0

15.1 - 20.0

10.1 - 15.0

5.1 - 10.0

0.1 - 5.0

0.0

Percentage of Bostonians 
aged 18 years and over
indicating they speak 
Chinese at home; by tract

at Home
Boston percent is 3.21
Massachusetts percent is 1.24

Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 
Census 2000 Summary File 3.



Boston Census 2000 Language Atlas 

Percentage of Adults who speak French at Home

5.1 - 6.4

0.1 - 5.0

0.0

Percentage of Bostonians 
aged 18 years and over
indicating they speak 
French at home; by tract

Boston percent is 1.43
Massachusetts percent is 1.58

Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 
Census 2000 Summary File 3.



Boston Census 2000 Language Atlas 

French CreolePercentage of Adults who speak 

24.31

15.1 to 20.0

10.1 to 15.0

5.1 to 10.0

0.1 to 5.0

0.0

Percentage of Bostonians 
aged 18 years and over
indicating they speak 
French Creole at home; by tract

at Home
Boston percent is 3.10
Massachusetts percent is 0.66

Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 
Census 2000 Summary File 3.



Boston Census 2000 Language Atlas 

GreekPercentage of Adults who speak 

 6.3

0.1 to 5.0

0.0

Percentage of Bostonians 
aged 18 years and over
indicating they speak 
Greek at home; by tract

at Home
Boston percent is 0.61
Massachusetts percent is 0.54

Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 
Census 2000 Summary File 3.



Boston Census 2000 Language Atlas 

ItalianPercentage of Adults who speak 

10.1 to 12.7

5.1 to 10.0

0.1 to 5.0

0.0

Percentage of Bostonians 
aged 18 years and over
indicating they speak 
Italian at home; by tract

at Home
Boston percent is 1.39
Massachusetts percent is 1.16

Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 
Census 2000 Summary File 3.



Boston Census 2000 Language Atlas 

PolishPercentage of Adults who speak 

13.5

5.3

0.1 - 5.0

0.0

Percentage of Bostonians 
aged 18 years and over
indicating they speak 
Polish at home; by tract

at Home
Boston percent is 0.38
Massachusetts percent is 0.52

Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 
Census 2000 Summary File 3.



Boston Census 2000 Language Atlas 

Portuguese or Percentage of Adults who speak 

20.1 - 34.5

15.1 - 20.0

10.1 - 15.0

5.1 - 10.0

0.1 - 5.0

0.0

Percentage of Bostonians 
aged 18 years and over
indicating they speak 
Spanish or Spanish Creole
at home; by tract

at Home
Boston percent is 2.16
Massachusetts percent is 2.78

Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 
Census 2000 Summary File 3.

Portuguese Creole



Boston Census 2000 Language Atlas 

Spanish or Percentage of Adults who speak 

40.1 - 60.7

20.1 - 40.0

15.1 - 20.0

10.1 - 15.0

5.1 - 10.0

0.1 - 5.0

0.0

Percentage of Bostonians 
aged 18 years and over
indicating they speak 
Spanish or Spanish Creole
at home; by tract

at Home
Boston percent is 12.20
Massachusetts percent is 5.57

Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 
Census 2000 Summary File 3.

Spanish Creole



Boston Census 2000 Language Atlas 

RussianPercentage of Adults who speak 

16.83

10.1 to 15.0

5.1 to 10.0

0.1 to 5.0

0.0

Percentage of Bostonians 
aged 18 years and over
indicating they speak 
Russian at home; by tract

at Home
Boston percent is 1.20
Massachusetts percent is 0.57

Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 
Census 2000 Summary File 3.



Boston Census 2000 Language Atlas 

VietnamesePercentage of Adults who speak 
at Home

20.1 - 24.7

15.1 - 20.0

10.1 - 15.0

5.1 - 10.0

0.1 - 5.0

0.0

Percentage of Bostonians 
aged 18 years and over
indicating they speak 
Vietnamese at home; by tract

Boston percent is 1.70
Massachusetts percent is 0.48

Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 
Census 2000 Summary File 3.
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Boston Census 2000 Language Atlas 

Primary Home Language of Boston
Public School Students

Data Source: Valerie Edwards,
Boston Public Schools. 
Data current as of 12/01

Language spoken at home by Boston Public 
School students (%) by BRA planning district.
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